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AHMS 270E -  Medical Ethics 
Missoula College University of Montana 
Spring Semester 2015
COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE: 
SEMESTER CREDITS:
AHMS 270e section 1 Medical Ethics 
3
CONTACT HOURS PER SEMESTER:
Lecture hours per week: 
Course tim e:
Location:
Final:
3
Monday and Wednesday 3:40 pm - 5 :00 pm 
HB 08
Thursday May 14 - 3 :20 pm to  5 :20 pm
Prerequ is ites: None 
C o-requisites: None
FACULTY CONTACT AND IN FO R M A TIO N :
Faculty:
O ffice phone num ber: 
Cell:
Email:
O ffice Lo catio n :
O ffice Hours:
Phyllis McCarthy MSN, RN, CNE 
406 243-7872 
406 218-1536
Dhvllis.m ccarthv@ m so.um t.edu 
GH 03 Nursing Faculty Building
Tuesday and Thursday 1000 to  1200 & by appointm ent. 
M ust C ontact Sam a t 2 3 4 -7 8 4 6  fo r access to  facu lty  
offices
Course D escription
This course will exam ine the principles o f biomedical ethics and the m ajor trad itions and theories 
o f ethics including moral norms, moral character, professional-patient relationships, methods 
and moral justifica tion .
Course O bjectives
1. Students will gain a basic understanding of the principles of biomedical ethics.
2. Students will develop a basic understanding o f moral dimensions o f health care and medical 
decision making.
3. Students will gain a basic understanding of the theories o f biomedical ethics.
4. Students will develop a process to  identify  and discuss ethical dilem m as in health care.
5. This course will advance the students awareness o f ethical dilem m as and build a foundation 
fo r critical th ink ing skills in the arena o f biomedical ethics.
Students are  expected  to  check fo r n ew  announcem ents  in M oodle before  class.
100 %
• First o f Class assignments can only be taken in the firs t 10 m inutes o f class and there will 
be no makeup fo r these assignments. These assignments m ust be turned in on 8 V2 x 11 
paper.
Grading
1. Beginning o f Class assignments
2. End o f class assignm ent
3. In Class Assignments
4. Papers
5. Final exam ination
20 % 
20 % 
20 % 
30 % 
10 %
2
• End o f class assignments will be assigned during class tim e. This exercise will reflect 
something you have learned during the class tim e , and may be a d iffe rent exercise each 
class, but will f i t  on a 3x5 card. End o f class assignments will be collected in the last 5 
m inutes o f class. Assignments cannot be turned in early or late and there will be no make 
ups.
• Periodic "assignm ents" will be announced in class. Students will be graded on fu lfilling  
assignm ent by due date and tim e.
• Students are expected to  participate in class.
• Students are expected to  subm it three (3) typed papers assigned during the semester.
(S tudents are encouraged to  use the ASC on Missoula College campus fo r assistance w ith 
w riting  skills.) Papers MUST BE TYPED WRITTEN, DOUBLE SPACED WITH TITLE PAGE 
INCLUDING STUDENT NAME, ASSIGNMENT NAME AND DATE. NO HAND WRITTEN PAPERS 
WILL BE GRADED.
G rading C riteria
• No Late assignm ents w ill be accep ted . Late is considered any assignm ent handed in 
a fte r the due date and tim e. Assignments are expected to  have correct spelling, 
p unctuation , and gram m ar.
• 9 0 -1 0 0 %  A
• 8 0 -8 9 %  B
• 7 0 -7 9 %  C
• 6 0 -6 9 %  D
• Less than  5 9 %  F
Check M oodle Account before  Class fo r A nnouncem ents
Go to  um online.um t.edu to  log in to  Moodle. I f  you are unfam iliar w ith Moodle there are resource 
at the site fo r tra in ing. In fo rm ation  may be found in the week we are studying not ju s t in 
announcements.
A tten dance and P artic ipation
This class is heavily weighted on s tudents ' attendance and partic ipation. Not attending class will 
d irectly a ffect the s tudents ' grade. Students will be graded on participation in class by 
com pleting assignments.
Students are expected to  arrive on tim e and not leave early. I f  a student is late or leaves early, 
they will not be able to  obtain the beginning o f class or end o f class assignm ent points. I t  is th e  
STUDENT'S responsib ility  to  m ake sure th a t you a re  in class to  do th e  assignm ents and  
hand in th e  end of th e  class assignm ent. You will be asked to  leave if you are sleeping or 
texting  in class.
Academ ic M isconduct and Plagiarism :
Please review the University Catalogue on the defin ition o f plagiarism or academic misconduct.
All w ork subm itted is expected to  be the student's own work. Any references should be in quotes 
and cited. Any acts o f plagiarism or academic m isconduct will result in autom atic fa ilure of the 
course and may result in fu rth e r academic punishment. 
h ttp ://life .um t.edu /vpsa /s tuden t_conduct.php
3
Classroom  E tiq uette
• Students are expected to  arrive on tim e and leave when class is dismissed.
• No Children are allowed to  attend class.
• No Cell Phones during class. This includes Texting. I f  you are texting  in class you will be 
asked to  leave class. In the event a student has to  take an emergency call, they are asked 
to  put th e ir phone on vibra te  and leave the room to  answer the call (m ust inform 
professor you are on call).
• Students are expected to  be respectful o f th e ir classm ates' opinions. No threaten ing or 
foul language will be to lerated.
• C ivility is expected, give people credit fo r good intentions.
Required Reading
• Articles will be assigned th roughout the course.
• The Tracks We Leave: Ethics and Management Dilemmas in Healthcare. Second Edition. 
Frankie Perry. ISBN-13: 978-1 -56793-578-3
Required Supplies
• 3x5 card fo r end o f class assignments
• 8 1/2 x 11 paper fo r class assignments
ACADEMIC IN TEG R ITY:
All students m ust practice academic honesty. Academic m isconduct is subject to  an academic 
penalty by the course instructo r and /o r a d iscip linary sanction by The University. All students 
need to  be fam ilia r w ith the S tudent Conduct Code. The Code is available fo r review online at 
h ttp ://life .u m t.ed u /vp sa /s tud e n t conduct.php
D IS A B IL IT Y  ACCO M O DATIO N:
Eligible students w ith disabilities will receive appropriate accommodations in th is  course when 
requested in a tim e ly  way. Please speak w ith  me a fte r class or in my office. Please be prepared 
to  provide a le tte r from  your DSS Coordinator. For more in form ation, v is it the Disabilities 
Services website at h ttp ://w w w .u m t.e d u /d ss / or call 406-243-2243 (vo ice /tex t).
Recording o f Classes- Lecture recording is not allowed w ithou t prio r consent of the instructor. 
In blended classes or distance learning classes, recorded lectures are not allowed to  be re­
broadcast in any way and any material discussed, in face to  face classes or in on-line discussion 
groups, is considered confidentia l. I f  a student breaks th is policy, it will be considered academic 
misconduct.
NOTE: Instructor reserves the right to modify syllabi and assignments as needed based on 
faculty, student, and /or environmental circumstances. I f  changes are made to the syllabus, 
amended copies will be dated and made available to the class.
